
The Jews returning from the captivity rebuilt the broken wall and the burned gates of

Jerusalem.

On the first day of the seventh month, all the people gathered at the square in front of the

Water Gate asked Ezra the scribe to read the Book of the Law of Moses. When Ezra praised

the LORD, they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 

Ezra read to them from early morning until noon at the square by the Water Gate, and all the

people were attentive

When they heard the words of the Law, they began to weep. Then Nehemiah told them,

“This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn nor weep. 

Main Scriptures: Nehemiah chapter 8

Go your way, eat the

fat, drink the sweet,

and send portions to

poor people. Do not

sorrow, for the joy of

the LORD is your

strength.”

They returned to their
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homes and joyfully feast with their poor neighbors because they understood the words of the

Law.

Now on the second day, the priests, Levites, and the heads of all the people gathered to Ezra

to learn more about the words of the Law. And they found the LORD had commanded that

the children of Israel should stay in booths during the feast of the seventh month. So they

announced and proclaimed it to all the Jewish people, saying, “Go out to the mountain, and

bring olive branches, palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make booths, as it is

written.”

So those who had returned from the captivity made booths and sat under them with great

joy, for they had not done so since the days of Joshua. 

Day by day, from the first

day until the last day,

Ezra read the Book of

the Law of God. And on

the eighth day al l  the

people got together at

one place and thanked

God as it was written.



The People were full of joy to hear the Word of God. Why? (Nehemiah 8:12)

The Jewish people were anxious to hear the Word of God and asked Ezra to read the Book

of the Law of Moses. Locate the verses below the illustrations and write how they listened to

the Words of God. 

The             of the LORD are right,                 the heart (Psalm 19:8); 

I delight to                   Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart.

(Psalm 40:8)

Nehemiah 8:3

Nehemiah 8:12

Nehemiah 8:3-4 Nehemiah 8:6

tthheeyy hheeaarrdd tthhee 
WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd

FFrroomm     uunnttiill



What pleases you and makes you joyful? Choose all that applies from the following list.

11,, WWhheenn II mmeemmoorriizzeedd tthhee BBiibbllee vveerrsseess

88.. WWhheenn II rreeaadd ccoommiicc bbooookkss

22.. WWhheenn mmyy ffrriieenndd wwhhoo II eevvaannggeelliizzeedd ttoo ggoott ssaavveedd

44.. WWhheenn II aacceedd aatt tthhee mmaatthh ccoommppeettiittiioonn

55.. WWhheenn II hhaadd mmyy bbiirrtthhddaayy ppaarrttyy

66.. WWhheenn II mmeemmoorriizzeedd tthhee wwhhoollee mmuullttiipplliiccaattiioonn ttaabbllee

33.. WWhheenn II wwaass bboorrnn aaggaaiinn

1100.. WWhheenn II tthhiinnkk ooff GGoodd mmyy SSaavviioorr iiss aallwwaayyss wwiitthh mmee

77.. WWhheenn II tthhiinnkk ooff hheeaavveenn wwhheerree II''llll lliivvee ffoorreevveerr 

99.. WWhheenn II rreeaadd tthhee BBiibbllee



Look at these two people below and answer the question. 

How could Habakkuk and Jeremiah be so joyful?

You have put gladness in my heart, more than in the season that their grain

and wine increased. (Psalm 4:7) 

Read Psalms 16 or 23 and find the reasons why we can be joyful. (Doing it with your

parents or teacher will be good.) 

HHaabbaakkkkuukk
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