Peopl e of (God cones
back wth delight

Main Scriptures: Ezra, chapters 1, 2

Seventy years have passed since the people of Israel were taken captives to Babylon, God
had already told about this captivity seventy years ago through Jeremiah,

‘I, the Lord say to you, After seventy years in Babylon | will bring you back from captivity to
the land of Israel”

This promise of God was fulfilled, After seventy years of Israel's captivity in Babylon, Cyrus,
the king of Persia made a proclamation throughout his realm which freed the people of Israel
to go back to their own land:

“The God of Israel is the only God, Anyone of His people among you, let him go up to
Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD”

King Cyrus also told to his people,

“‘And the people of any place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver
and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in
Jerusalem”

The lIsraelites who heard the word of King Cyrus prepared to go back to Jerusalem, The



The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad (Psalm 126:3)

people of Babylon who were neighbors to Israelites gave them gold, silver, livestock and
many other things, They also got offerings for the temple of God from Babylonians, King
Cyrus returned the precious bowls and articles, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the
temple in Jerusalem, to the people of Israel.

The Israelites came back with delight from the land of Babylon to their own land, They began
to build an altar to God to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, They also started to rebuild the
temple of God, The people joyfully offered to God their possessions in rebuilding the temple
of God




; -3 Today's Study

The joy of Israelites

After reading the verses below, answer the following questions.

When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, we were like those who
Then our mouth was filled with and our tongue with
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them,

"The LORD has done great things for us, and we are (Psalm 126:1-2)

1. The Israelites came back to Jerusalem after seventy years of captivity in Babylon,
Who brought them to Jerusalem from Babylon? ( )

® God @ Cyrus, the king of Persia @ Jeremiah

2. The Israelites were taken captives to Babylon due to their sins, How would have they felt
when they came back to the land of Israel after seventy years of captivity?

3. What did Israelites do when they joyfully came back to their land? Choose all the answers,

( )

@ They built their own houses,

@ They rebuilt the temple of God.

@ They built an altar to God and sacrificed burnt offerings on it
@ They cultivated the land.,

The people came back to their own land after seventy years of captivity and were very

grateful to God, They voluntarily brought offerings with joy to rebuild the temple of God,



Today's Lesson

It was a great joy to the people of Israel, who were suffering from their sin, to go back to
Jerusalem for rebuilding the temple of God,

Read about Chris below and write what you want to say to him,

Right, Chris, God chastises
those who do wrong but He
forgives and loves them if
they tum back from their sin,

Teacher! | wasn't right
before God, | miss learning
the Bible and singing
praises atthe chureh,

When Chris went to the church again, how would he have felt?

Turn yourself to me, and have mercy on me, for I am desolate and afflicted, (Psalm 25:16)



A joy of seeing Jesus

— Crosby had been blind since her childhood. She found
.“:.*- .y A Jesus through her grandmother who taught her the Bible,
il e
et

— Being grateful to God's grace she composed over 8000

hymns. Her hymns includes Jesus Shed His Blood. far
Me' (14}, Blessed Assurance, Jesus 1s Mine(204), "All the

Way My Saviour Leads Me'(434), and many others.

]

A pastar once expressed that he wished Croshy wasn't
blind.

“If [ could be born again [ want to barn blind. When [
open my eyes 1n heaven [ will see Jesus in my first sight,
What anindescribable joy 1t will be.” Miss Crosby replied.

She wrcte the following song when she was elShieen years old.
“Right now [ can't see but I'm very happy. I've got God'sblessing what the others haven't got.
Although I can'tsee 'l never be sad”





